Bay City Property Owners’ Association

Meeting Minutes for `August 6, 2009

Attendance:  Vince Arillo, Greg Cade, Chris Criswell, James Dick, Mel Fones, Jeff Franks, Lou Hickman, Richard Kleponis, Jane Parker, Charlotte Poe, Ben Porter, Dave Poust, Mary-Helen Risler, Ann Summerfelt, Tore and Trish Vizzini, Charles E. Williams

`

Ben Porter called the meeting to order at 7:42 p.m.  There was not a quorum.

President’s Report—Evaluation of the security camera on loan to us from the County Sheriffs is ongoing.  If we decide to purchase one, the cost would be $3000 and $55/month.

Permit Applications—Ben Porter reported that 4 permits were issued prior to the meeting to build 1) 24x36’ garage at 411 Calvert Rd; 2) 13x18’ shed at 404 Calvert Rd; 3) shed and fence at 619 Chesapeake Dr; and 4) replacement shed at 708 Bayside Dr.

Stipulation of Minutes- Approval of the minutes from the last meeting was delayed.

Creek Renovation—Lewis Hickman presented a possible strategy to correct the “environmental emergency” on Little Broad Creek.  The entrance to the creek is closed.  His group has gotten permission from the county commissioners and from the Bay Bridge Airport to cut a narrow channel.  The needs/feasibility study for this project has been turned in, but to bolster an attempt to receive grant funds for creek renovation, Mr. Hickman suggested that Mel Fones should submit the Broadcreek renovation feasibility study.  Mel said that the drawings would be turned in on Monday.  Mel said Ecodredge couldn’t get into Broadcreek on 15 July and wants to return on August 13 when a flood tide is expected.  Dave Wilson will help with the grant.

Boat Ramp—Some residents feel that the boat ramp gate should not be locked because it is a hassle to lock/unlock for each entrant.  Others, however, felt that unauthorized users should be locked out of the boat ramp.  During the past month, a boat was left at the beach for 2 weeks with no notification as to ownership.  A community member pulled it out.  The non-Bay city resident who claimed the boat threatened to sue Bay City for boat bottom damage.  Ben Porter said that we should widen the non-gated section of the entrance to 48” and keep the gate locked.

Golf Carts—Should Bay City tolerate golf carts on the streets?  Dave Poust said that the State’s Attorney considers golf carts on public roads arrestable offenses.  It was proposed that a sign be placed at the park that says, “No motorized vehicles except for handicapped.”
Treasurer’s Report-Charlotte Poe said that membership dues continue to be received.

Stafford Property—Living Water Church plans to build a church on the 6-7 acres that they own off of Stafford.  They would like to develop 4 lots, which could be annexed to Bay City.  In exchange for adding water and sewer connections from Bay City, the church would grant BCPOA a lot that could be used to build a pool with parking.  Discussion focused on the ramifications (tax consequences, value of lots annexed, question of widening roads) if this proposal were to be accepted.  Mary-Helen Risler pointed out that there is no consensus that the community wants a pool.  There is also value in green space and buffer.

Entrance—Chris Criswell has been investigating the likelihood of the State/County putting in a crosswalk from Bay City to Mowbray Park.  The state was going to do a study at the intersection.  Funds are in the county budget for the crosswalk.  Mr. Pederson has been doing a nice job at the entrance.

Old Business

BCPOA Income Tax--Mary-Helen Risler considered the issue of whether we were filing the correct form, but she needs a letter from Ben Porter to authorize her to review our records with the accountant.  She said that an HOA could file either form 1120 or 1120H.  If you file 1120H, it allows you to be taxed only on nonexempt income.  Dues from the community would be considered exempt, which would not be taxed.  The tax rate for interest income would be 30%.  For form 1120, income includes fees and dues, but expenses are handled differently.   Each year, BCPOA could decide to file an 1120 or an 1120H.  Mary-Helen will review our filing strategy with the accountants.

Ben Porter will revisit the issue of insurance coverage during the next meeting.  

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 pm.

